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Why | volunteer for the Oregon District Export Council:

Helping businesses succeed on the world stage is not a role | fell into. It is one | chose and keep
choosing. | volunteer for the Oregon District Export Council because | believe that the right
education, delivered at the right moment, can unlock doors that businesses did not even know
existed. The global marketplace rewards the prepared, and preparing companies to compete
especially across multicultural and multilingual environments is a responsibility | take to heart. My
commitment to this work stretches back more than a decade, from the District Export Council of
North Carolina to the volunteer work | continue here in Oregon. Across every chapter, the mission
has remained the same: equip businesses with the knowledge and confidence to go further.

My superpower in international business is:

Seeing around the corner before others know there is one and that ability is built on two foundational
pillars: sharp business sense and high emotional intelligence. The capacity to read a room, anticipate a
shift before it becomes visible, and understand what is truly being communicated beneath the surface of
a conversation is a rare and powerful asset in global business. Over more than a decade working across
borders and cultures, | have learned that every culture brings its own logic, rhythm, and definition of trust
to the table. The professionals who endure are not simply the ones who react well. They are the ones with
the cultural fluency and business instinct to see what is coming. Understanding who you are is just as
important as understanding those around you. When both are in place, you do not simply navigate global
spaces, you belong in them, and others know it.

My inspirations from the international business community:
Some leaders do not just open doors; they rebuild the entire architecture of what is possible. Two women
have done exactly that for me. They are the trailblazers of international business and trade, and my
mentors. Secretary Elaine Marshall of North Carolina has spent her career championing international
trade with a conviction and consistency that few can match, fundamentally changing the conversation
about what global commerce looks like when led with integrity and an unwavering commitment to others.
Pamela Davidson brings that same fearless energy to economic development, creating impact that
outlasts titles and tenure. Both women have shown me that leadership in the global arena is not about
occupying space. It is about expanding it, for everyone who comes after you. They do not simply i |nsp|re
me. They raise the standard | hold myself to, and remind me why that standard matters.
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